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Mayor Turner, Houston City Council approve $5 million 
infusion to Small Business Economic Relief Program
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City of Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner and 
the city council approved $5 million in additional 
funding for the city’s Small Business Economic Relief 
Program (SBERP), which was created to provide 
grant assistance to small businesses and chambers of 
commerce that have been adversely impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In July, the City of Houston allocated $15 million of 
CARES Act 2020 dollars to fund the program, which 
received more than 8,500 applications from eligible 
businesses during the application period of Aug. 19-Sept. 4. The additional funds will be 
used to provide grants to businesses whose applications have been received and there is not 
an extension to the application deadline.

The maximum amount a business or chamber can receive from the SBERP is $50,000. A 
business may use the funds for payroll, accounts payable, rent, mortgage, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for employees, and marketing strategies, including creating an online 
presence and other sales alternatives.

“With this infusion of money into the Small Business Economic Relief Program, the city 
will be able to help more small businesses stay open,” said Turner. “For many communities 
throughout our city, these small businesses are their lifeline and what makes their area 
special. By providing assistance to help these businesses stay afloat, we can keep more 
people employed during these trying times.” 

Enrollment open for Texas Tuition Promise Fund
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar reminds families 

that open enrollment in the Texas Tuition Promise 
Fund, the state’s prepaid college tuition program, 
began Sept. 1 and runs through Feb. 28, 2021. The 
Texas Tuition Promise Fund offers parents and loved 
ones the chance to prepay a child’s future higher 
education at Texas public colleges and universities 
at today’s prices, excluding medical and dental 
institutions. 

“With everything that’s going on right now, thinking 
about how to pay for college may not be at the top of many parents’ minds,” Hegar said. “Yet 
one day it will be time to enroll your loved one in a college or university, and a Texas Tuition 
Promise Fund account is an additional tool to help save for your children’s future education.” 

Participants in the plan purchase prepaid “tuition units” that can be used later toward 
undergraduate-resident tuition and schoolwide-required fees at most Texas public colleges 
and universities, excluding medical and dental institutions. Prices are based on 2020-21 
academic year costs for the state’s public colleges and universities.

Type I units, priced for undergraduate-resident tuition and schoolwide-required fees at the 
most expensive eligible Texas public four-year university or college, cost $151.64 per unit.

Type II units, based on the weighted average cost of undergraduate-resident tuition and 
schoolwide-required fees across eligible Texas public four-year universities and colleges, 
cost $108.35 per unit.

Type III units, based on the weighted average cost of in-district tuition and schoolwide-
required fees across eligible Texas public two-year community colleges, cost $28.81 per unit.

>  READ MORE...

>  READ MORE...

Fort Parker
State Park  

Located along the Navasota River 
where the grasses of the Blackland 
Prairie meet the woodlands of the 
Post Oak Savannah, Fort Parker 
State Park offers a tranquil setting 
for camping, hiking, biking and 
fishing. There is a lot of history 
here, too. Located on what was 
once the town of Springfield, 
the park was built by the men of 
the Civilian Conservation Corps 
in the 1930s. Find out more at 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-
parks/fort-parker

https://youtu.be/LqNSFq9jRtQ
https://ourtribune.com/community-2/business/24265-mayor-turner-houston-city-council-approve-5-million-infusion-to-small-business-economic-relief-program.html
https://ourtribune.com/community-2/ed-ucation/24266-enrollment-open-for-texas-tuition-promise-fund.html
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As you tool around the streets of Humble, do you notice the names on the street signs? I 
usually note each one as memories dance around in my head. Many of the streets are named to 
honor someone who came before us. Many people who settled in the Humble area saw a dream 
they worked for come true. 

Humble’s Main Street began as a dirt street with wooden buildings on each side. Those 
buildings burned and were rebuilt a couple of times. Our forefathers struggled to keep their 
community growing and to make it better. Each time there was a disaster, our forefathers built 
better buildings, streets and sidewalks. They were building better for us. 

Each time I drive down Whitaker Drive, I can see Tommy Whitaker taking care of his 
service-station business. Tommy had a stocky build and a smile on his face. He was pleasant 
as he put gasoline in the vehicles, cleaned the windshields, and checked the level of the oil. He 
was preparing the way for future generations.

J. M Hester Road is just a short street from the feeder road of U.S. Hwy. 59 to McKay Drive. 
Hester served the city of Humble as a councilman. While I don’t remember Mr. Hester, I do recall Mrs. Hester. She was a tall, 
slender woman with a warm smile. She served others as she volunteered in the church and helped to pave the way of the future for 
the children she taught. 

McKay Drive ends at Will Clayton Parkway. If you look at some maps and/or the internet, you will find Jetero Street, not Will 
Clayton. I tried to find out who Will Clayton was so I could understand why we have a street named for him. I found that he was a 
businessman in another state. Perhaps he came to Houston and was influential with the airport. However, I have no idea where the 
name Jetero came from. My guess is that someone made it up because it was the street going to the airport which would have jets 
landing on the tarmac. As far as I know, the Jetero R.C. Airplane Club is the only use of the name now. 

McKay Drive was mentioned earlier. This short street is located west of Northeast Hospital and is named for Dr. Haden McKay, 
Jr. who was a beloved doctor in Humble and served as mayor of Humble for many years. There are now other streets off McKay 
Drive, such as McKay Center, that bear his name. 

Before Dr. Haden McKay, Jr. we had “Old” Dr. McKay, who was my doctor for the first few years of my life. He was the only 
doctor in the area and the only way to cross the San Jacinto River was a “low-water” bridge. It was a wooden bridge that was 
usually covered with water. I remember my parents driving through the water as they crossed the bridge. Reiminscing, one of my 
cousins laughed and said, “Daddy would always stop and let us play in the water when he drove across the bridge.” 

Those who came before us

>  READ MORE...
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>  READ MORE...

Intercession of Mary, Mother of God
Marian apparitions are generally associated with the Catholic faith, which has great devotion 

for Mary, the mother of Jesus. She, after all, as mother and teacher of the God child, is known 
by most to be the first saint. 

From the National Catholic Register: “The Blessed Virgin Mary was not only born a saint 
— ‘full of grace’ (Luke 1:28) — she was conceived as one, too. In other words, she has always 
been a saint, even from the very first moment of her existence. There was never an instant 
in which she existed without this fullness of grace. Jesus’ first miracle (at Cana) is done in 
response to Mary’s intercession (John 2:1-11). Mary, the icon of the bride and the counterpoint 
to Jesus the groom, is exactly the importunate supplicant Jesus tells us he is looking for in the 
parable of the unjust judge (Luke 18:1—8). She doesn’t take ‘no’ for an answer, but first taps 
Jesus on the shoulder and says, ‘They have no wine’ and, after a seeming rebuff, goes with 
perfect trust to the servants and tells them, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’”

Mary accompanied her son the entire Way of the Cross and was present at his crucifixion.
Despite her being the mother of Christ, the church does not consider Mary to be divine herself. According to Catholic doctrine, 

the age of public revelation, which is the deposit of faith and rule of faith that must be lived by all Catholics, ended when John, 
the last apostle, died around the year 100 A.D.

Don’t you know that Mary has a special place in heaven, standing right there next to Jesus! Just as they were together on earth, 
she is still so close to him as his beloved mother and ours. And, just as at the wedding feast at Cana, our Mother Mary is ready to 
intercede for us with her son, bringing attention to our needs.

The rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is a popular prayer for our lady’s intercession. Where does the word come from? It 
comes from the Latin word Rosaria, which means “a crown of roses or a garden of roses.” It grew up in the second millennium of 
Christianity, particularly in Western Christianity around the 14th century.

Just how do you pray this rosary? First, the rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is not the first rosary. In fact, the rosary 
goes back into the first centuries of the church. The early disciples took seriously Paul’s admonition to pray without ceasing, and 
so they looked for ways to constantly keep the presence of God in their lives.

Believe
you me
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https://ourtribune.com/life-2/memories-musings-by-julia-nation/24267-memories-musings-those-who-came-before-us.html
https://ourtribune.com/life-2/believe-you-me/24268-believe-you-me-intercession-of-mary-mother-of-god.html


OurTribune.com

The eTribune September 16, 2020

PAGE 3

929 Rockmead Dr. • 281-359-8800
reunioncourtkingwood.com

Exceptional Senior Lifestyle
Combining the warmth of home with

wonderful amenities and compassionate care

With rates of COVID-19 spiking in certain regions and different parts of the 
country in various stages of reopening, America’s emergency physicians and 
nurses have a message to the nation’s patients: do not delay care if you think 
you’re having a medical emergency.

Though patient volumes in many of the nation’s emergency departments 
(EDs) have begun to return to traditional levels as communities reopen, 
capacity in EDs has not gotten back to full visit levels. 
Health-care professionals remain concerned that 
people who need treatment are still afraid to come 
to the ED. According to a poll from the American 
College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) and 
Morning Consult, 80% of Americans say they 
are concerned about contracting the virus from 
visiting a medical facility, and nearly one-third 
reported delaying seeking medical care as a 
result.

Emergency care teams see firsthand the 
complications that arise when patients, especially those 
with chronic conditions, avoid getting the care they need. Recent data from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows that in the 10 
weeks following the onset of the pandemic emergency, visits for heart attack 
patients was down 23% and down 20% for those suffering from a stroke. As 
they do every day in the emergency department, physicians and nurses have 
teamed up to remind their communities that EDs are open and ready to safely 
treat all patients.

“Emergency physicians are highly trained to handle pandemics and prevent 
the spread of infectious diseases,” said Dr. William Jaquis, M.D., FACEP, 
president of ACEP. “Don’t hesitate to call 911 if you’re experiencing symptoms 
of a medical emergency. The emergency department is the safest place to be.”

>  READ MORE...

Emergency physicians, nurses remind patients 
ER is safest place in medical emergency

 Local students attend virtual Tapia Camps at Rice University
courtesy of ExxonMobil  

This summer, four select students from Humble ISD received 
scholarships from ExxonMobil to attend unique virtual workshops 
hosted by The Tapia Center for Excellence and Equity at Rice University. 
In total, more than 200 students and 150 teachers from across Texas and 
beyond completed the online programs, which promote project-based 
learning.

Like many organizations, the Tapia Center transitioned its prestigious 
on-campus summer programming to virtual experiences for the safety of 
all participants and instructors. The online STEM Camp for 8-12th graders 
features a five-day curriculum on science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics aimed at building problem-solving and communications 
skills.

Using materials that are mailed to participants after registration, campers 
are challenged to design their own heatsink, simulating the process through 
which heat is transferred away from the processor in a computer to keep 
the device from overheating. Led by Rice professors and experienced 
facilitators, the program follows a 4:1 student-facilitator ratio.

Humble ISD student Ishanna Gama presents her ‘heatsink’ 
engineering design, made of copper, aluminum foil and nuts 
and bolts, to her fellow campers via Zoom during the Tapia 
Center’s virtual summer workshops. Other Humble ISD scholars 
not pictured: Alyssa Cacanindin, Aidan Lopez and Juliana De 
Mesa.

HUMBLE CIVIC CENTER
8233 Will Clayton Pkwy

PREMIER GUN SHOWS
817-732-1194

HumbleGunShow.com

300 TABLES

Public invited to
BUY/SELL/TRADE

Saturday

SEPT. 26th

9am-5pm

Sunday

SEPT. 27th

10am-4pm

Single Day Admission $8.00
Two-day Pass $12.00
FREE PARKING

>  READ MORE...

https://ourtribune.com/humble-isd2/24232-local-students-attend-virtual-tapia-camps-at-rice-university-courtesy-of-exxonmobil.html
https://ourtribune.com/community-2/health/24107-emergency-physicians-nurses-remind-patients-er-is-safest-place-in-medical-emergency.html
www.humblegunshow.com
www.reunioncourtkingwood.com
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Temple Beth Torah welcomes everyone
to online High Holy Day Services

The Jewish New Year, 5781, begins Friday, Sept. 18. Temple Beth Torah of Humble, 
the only Jewish synagogue serving the northeast area of Harris County, traditionally 
hosts standing room-only services for Rosh Hashanah (New Year) and Yom Kippur 
(Day of Atonement) 10 days later. This year, the synagogue can host an expanded 
crowd as the services will be presented online.

Since 1983, Temple Beth Torah has been a spiritual home for the Jewish community 
as well as a source of learning and education for non-Jewish neighbors. Many of the 

members who belong to the synagogue are interfaith families who enjoy the spirit of 
welcoming and inclusion.
Rabbi Dan Gordon, who has been the year-round spiritual leader of Temple Beth Torah 

since 1998, will team with Cantor Vadim Tunitsky for their sixth consecutive year of leading 
High Holiday worship services. Since March, both have extensive experience with online 

programming. The temple’s regular Friday night services are held each week over Zoom, and they 
have experienced good participation. Gordon says the virtual experience has enabled the small congregation to reach out beyond its 
“Humble” borders. 

He said, “We have members who have moved out of town who are able to participate in our programs. Family members who 
live in different parts of the country are sharing Shabbat with each other over the computer. Elder members who stay home at night 
have been able to ‘Zoom’ in and be with the community. We try to find the blessings that balance out the limitations of the physical 
separation.” 

For Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, members of the temple will participate at home, but some will also be part of the service 
by sending in videos with greetings and readings so members will be able to see their friends. Some of the members will offer 
interpretive teachings of the Haftorah.

Applications being 
accepted for police 
chief ’s Youth Police 
Advisory Council

Great rates!Great rates!

*Annual Percentage Yield (“APY”) e�ective as of the date of publication on new 
CDs. Interest compounded daily. Rates subject to change without prior notice. 
$10,000 minimum. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce 
earnings on accounts. Other limitations may apply. Please contact a MINT 
employee for additional information, terms and conditions. Interest will be 
capitalized or deposited to an account. 

Get Yourself in MINT Condition!™

281.359.6468 • www.themint.bank • 1213 Kingwood Dr. • Kingwood 77339

Great rates!
Come on in!
OUR LOBBY
Is Open For Business

Still prefer to
bank from home?
Give us a call to discuss

account opening options.

The Houston Police Department 
is inviting Houston-area high school 
students to apply for the 2020-2021 
Youth Police Advisory Council (YPAC). 
Students will address issues affecting 
youth and the community, participate in 
community service projects, and attend 
youth-leadership conferences throughout 
the state. Additionally, the YPAC meets 
regularly with Chief of Police Art 
Acevedo and other top HPD officials. 
YPAC members are required to meet 
five times during the school year at the 
HPD Edward A. Thomas Building at 
1200 Travis in downtown Houston. 
Applications are available online 
at  www.houstontx .gov/pol ice/v ip /
forms/ypac-app-2019.pdf. The dead-
line to apply is Monday, Oct. 5. 
For more information, visit www.
h o u s t o n t x . g o v / p o l i c e / v i p / y p a c 
email rhonda.holmes@houstonpolice.
org or call 713-308-3200.

>  READ MORE...

https://ourtribune.com/community-2/church-happenings/24269-temple-beth-torah-welcomes-everyone-to-online-high-holy-day-services.html
www.themint.bank
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Bird Week celebration is Sept. 19-26 
The calendar is set with events to celebrate the second annual 

Bird Week on September 19-26. 
Bird Week celebrates the important role Houston plays in the 

journey of billions of migratory birds and the everyday lives of 
resident birds. Houston Audubon and local conservation partners 
arrange a week of events centered around the region’s birds 
and wildlife. From bird walks and mindfulness talks to Purple 
Martin watch parties, there is something for all Houstonians and 
everyone online to enjoy. People’s participation and excitement 
will help the city continue to be a welcoming home for birds. 
Houston Audubon and partners are excited about the fun virtual 
programs they have added to the calendar this year. Think 
virtual bird walks, classes, trivia, movie night and more! For in-
person experiences, they’ll have socially distanced events such 
as outdoor watch parties and bird walks for small groups. To 
view all the details and links, go to www.houstonaudubon.org/
BirdWeek. 

Visitors to Galveston can explore remnants of 
deadliest storm in U.S. History 120 years later

Galveston is known for many things – 
from its beaches to its historic architecture 
– but being home to the deadliest storm in 
U.S. history for the 120th year is one of its 
less-kind claims to fame.

The Great Storm, as it is now called in 
history, struck Galveston on Sept. 8, 1900, 
killing more than 6,000 and taking its 
place in infamy. This powerful hurricane 
forever changed the course of the island, 
which was a thriving, successful city 
known as the “Wall Street of  the South” 
(with more millionaires occupying the 
island per capita than any other American 
city) in the decades leading up to the 
storm.

While Galveston has been revived as a 
popular tourism destination, visitors and 
history buffs still have an opportunity to 
see remnants from The Great Storm and 
learn about the island’s fascinating history 
of tenacity and resiliency. If you are into 
storm history, here are some places to 
check out on the island in remembrance of 
the 120th anniversary of the 1900 storm:

- Galveston Island Seawall: Construc-
tion on the Galveston Island Seawall 
began in 1902 and was completed in 
1963. It stands 17 feet above the beach 
and extends 10 miles from 10th to 
99th streets. Many people take advantage 
of this contiguous sidewalk to bike, 
walk, run and skate. Murals of sea life 
are depicted along the wall.

- The Great Storm Memorial Statue: 

Located on the seawall at 47th Street, this 
statue depicts a man and woman cradling a 
child. Houston artist David Moore crafted 
the bronze sculpture that was placed here 
in 2000 commemorating those who died 
and those who survived on the storm’s 
100th anniversary.

- Orphanage marker: If you visit 
Galveston during the first week of 
September, you’re likely to see a fresh 
wreath of flowers adorning an unassuming 
marker on the seawall just east of 69th 
Street. The marker recalls the St. Mary’s 
Orphanage sisters and the children in their 
care who perished in The Great Storm.

- The “Great Storm Movie:” A trip 
to Pier 21’s Great Storm Theater (2100 
Harborside Drive) is worth a visit to see 
and hear personal stories of survivors 
and chronicles of Galveston’s recovery 
following The Great Storm.
www.galvestonhistory.org

- The Bryan Museum’s Thomas Edison 
Movie (1315 21st St.) is housed in what 
was once the Galveston Orphans Home 
– itself a Great Storm survivor. Amid one 
of the world’s largest private collections 
of art and artifacts relating to Texas and 
the Southwest, you can view a video 
consisting of Great Storm images captured 
by noted inventor Thomas Edison. 
www.thebryanmuseum.org

- 1900 storm survivor plaques: When 
you drive through Galveston’s historic 
east-end neighborhoods, you’re bound 
to notice plaques on many of the older 
homes – storm survivors. The Galveston 
Historical Foundation sponsors a 1900 
Storm Survivor Plaque Program that 
allows property owners to display 
testaments to the resilience of Galveston’s 
built history. www.galvestonhistory.org

Purple Martins by the thousands fly over Houston.

>  READ MORE...

https://ourtribune.com/life-2/suburban-living/24270-visitors-to-galveston-can-explore-remnants-of-deadliest-storm-in-u-s-history-120-years-later.html
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Passengers left more than $900 thousand 
behind at TSA security checkpoints last year

Post, share, engage

In these unprecedented times, it is important 
to not only communicate but engage passengers, 
tenants, employees, community groups and 
media outlets with social media content that’s 
useful, meaningful or simply entertaining. Most 
importantly, social media creates an opportunity 
for important two-way communication.

Houston Airports has expanded its social 
media reach and streamlined profile names to 
better connect with passengers before, during or 
after their travel experience. This effort will help 
Houston Airports engage with passengers in real 
time and garner feedback that will help improve 
the passenger experience.

Leading the efforts on social media is Emmy 
award-winning TV and multi-media journalist 
Jose Santos. Santos joined Houston Airports in 
June. Previously, Santos worked for Telemundo 
Houston and covered City Hall and other various 
general assignment stories. Through social media, 
he aims to realize the airports’ mission to connect 
the people, businesses, cultures and economies 
of the world to Houston.

They invite you to connect with Houston 
Airports on Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, 
YouTube, Vimeo and LinkedIn.

The Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) collected $926,030.44 in unclaimed money 
that passengers left behind at airport security 
checkpoints during Fiscal Year 2019, including 
$18,899.09 in foreign currency.

The money consisted of loose change and 
paper currency that passengers removed 
from their pockets and left behind in a bin 
during the security screening process at 
TSA checkpoints. The amount found during 
Fiscal Year 2019, which ended Sept. 30, 2019, 
marked a decrease in the amount of unclaimed money 
collected in Fiscal Year 2018 when $960,105.49 was left 
behind.

When passengers approach the checkpoint, all items from pockets 
must be removed, including wallets and loose change. TSA recommends 
that travelers place those items directly into their carry-on bags so that they 
will not accidentally leave anything behind in a bin.

The top five airports where passengers have left the most money behind 
were:

1.  John F. Kennedy International Airport - $98,110

Houston Airports uses Facebook to better connect with 
customers.

COVID-19 has had devastating effect 
on tourism and travel industries,

but Texas airports have remained open
Houston Airports and the Texas 

Commercial Airport Association 
(TCAA) are teaming up to spread 
the word on the new safety 
protocols and enhanced health 
procedures implemented at airports 
around the state. The new campaign 
is designed to restore consumer 
confidence in air travel and to 
remind travelers that Texas airports 
are ready when they are.

TCAA is committed to ensuring that passengers know they can ‘Fly Safe 
Texas.’ The hashtag #FlySafeTexas reminds passengers that safety remains 
their number-one priority. Airport executives created a special video pledge 
promoting the health and safety message. The video is available on each 
airport’s social media platforms and websites.

In addition to the video, an educational coloring and activity book has been 
created just in time for back to school. The book targets primary students and 
is also accessible on social media and websites and is free to download.

Airports participating include Austin Bergstrom International Airport, 
Corpus Christi International Airport, Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport, 
Dallas Love Field Airport, El Paso International Airport, George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport, Lubbock Preston Smith International Airport, San 
Antonio International Airport and William P. Hobby Airport.

For more information on TCAA, visit www.texas-airports.com.

>  READ MORE...

https://ourtribune.com/community-2/trans-port/24231-passengers-left-more-than-900-thousand-behind-at-tsa-security-checkpoints-last-year.html
www.kingwood247.com
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Landscape a late summer face-lift

Whether it is the hot 
weather, the age of your 
landscape, or simply the 
need for change, a late 
summer makeover can 
help you increase your 
landscape’s beauty. Put 
the “wow” back into 
your garden with a few 
new plantings, garden 
art or other simple improvements.

Many established landscapes have a few or many overgrown 
plants. Sometimes the plants you purchase perform better than 
expected or oftentimes we try to squeeze too many plants into 
a garden or too large of plants into small spaces.

Remove overcrowded plants that have outgrown the space 
or lost their ornamental appeal. Replace these and other 
unsightly plants with those more suited to the growing 
conditions, your landscape design, and available space. Now 
is a good time to plan and fall is a great time to plant trees, 
shrubs and perennials. The soil is warm and air cool, making 
it less stressful on new plantings.

Phase in removals and replacements over time. This is 
easier on your budget and back and will keep your landscape 
looking robust. Be sure to properly space plants to avoid 
overcrowding in the future. Check plant tags for the plant’s 
mature size and plant accordingly.

Fill in the voids between new plantings with annuals and 
perennials. As your shrubs increase in size, you will need 
fewer annuals each year. Move perennial flowers and grasses 
to a new garden as your shrubs reach full size. Perennials are 
much easier to move than an overgrown shrub.

A bit of pruning may be all that is needed to bring back 
the beauty and reduce the size of 
overgrown plants.

� �(���/�2�2�.���)�2�5�:�$�5�'���7�2���6�(�(�,�1�*���<�2�8���6�2�2�1

By Melinda Myers
Special to The Tribune

>  READ MORE...

Renew, refresh and reinvent your summer 
garden.

Cooler temperatures and 
warm soil make fall a great 
time to add trees to your 
landscape. Make the most 
of this investment of money and 
time and give your tree its best chance 
at survival with proper planting and 
care.

Select a tree suited to the growing 
conditions, your landscape design and available space. Make 
sure it tolerates the sunlight, soil and temperature extremes. 
Check the tag for the mature height and spread. You’ll have 
a better-looking plant that always fits the space with minimal 
pruning.

Avoid planting near overhead utilities since trees and 
power lines make for a dangerous combination. Contact your 
underground utility locating service at least three business 
days before placing the first shovel in the ground. It’s free 
and all you need to do is call 811 or file an online request.

Once the area is marked, you can get busy planting. Ensure 
your tree thrives for many years to come with proper planting. 
Dig a saucer-shaped hole three to five times wider than the 
root ball. It should only be as deep as the distance from the 
root flare to the bottom of the root ball. The root flare, where 
the roots bend away from the trunk, should always be at or 
slightly above the soil surface.

Set the tree in the hole, then peel back and cut away any 
burlap and wire cages. These can eventually constrict root 
growth. Roughen the sides of the hole and backfill with the 
existing soil.

By Melinda Myers
Special to The Tribune

Trees renew,refresh and 
protect our environment.

>  READ MORE...

Plant trees now
for decades of

shade and beauty



OurTribune.com

The eTribune September 16, 2020

PAGE 8

Lone Star College awarded
$6.5 million in grants

Lone Star College
summer enrollment 

increasesLone Star College (LSC) received five grants totaling $6.5 million from 
the TRIO Student Support Services program that will go toward assisting 
students with basic college requirements and guide them toward the 
successful completion of their post-secondary education.

“This highly competitive grant program is awarded once every five years 
and it is rare for a single college system to have five awards in a single 
competition,” said Dr. Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., LSC chancellor. “These 
funds will go a long way in helping Lone Star College students complete 
their education.”

TRIO Student Support Services program is part of the U.S. Department 
of Education’s efforts to help students enrolled in two-year institutions 
and universities. The grant is used to provide opportunities for academic 
development, college retention and increase graduation rates of eligible 
students.

LSC-Kingwood, LSC-Montgomery, LSC-North Harris, LSC-Tomball 
and LSC-University Park will receive a combined $1,317,656 for each of 
the next five years for a total of $6,588,280. LSC-North Harris and LSC-
Tomball have been selected to receive this grant multiple times.

“One of the goals of the grant is to foster an institutional climate 
supportive of the success of students who are traditionally underrepresented 
in post-secondary education,” said Head. “It also works toward improving 
the financial and economic literacy of students.”

>  READ MORE...

Lone Star College (LSC) experienced a 10.4% 
increase in summer enrollment from a year 
ago. LSC reported 67,731 enrolled students in 
Summer 2020 compared to 61,375 in Summer 
2019. 

“Lone Star College has been working hard to 
ensure students have access to higher education 
during this pandemic,” said Dr. Stephen C. 
Head, Ph.D., LSC chancellor. “I am proud of 
our students who are persevering through these 
very difficult times and want them to know their 
safety and success remain our priority.”

A Texas Higher Education Summer 2020 
Preliminary Headcount report showed 33% of 
Texas community colleges experienced growth 
in summer enrollment year to year. Overall, 
eight Texas regions had increases in summer 
enrollments while two regions saw declines.

“Community colleges like Lone Star College 
are the right choice for many people,” said 
Dr. Kyle Scott, Ph.D., LSC vice chancellor of 
strategic priorities. “Students can continue their 
education close to home or even from home at 
very affordable tuition rates.”

In order to ensure the safety of LSC students, 
faculty and staff, everyone will be required 
to undergo a temperature check and wear a 
mask when entering an LSC building. Personal 
protection equipment will be provided for those 
who don’t have them.

Learn more on how LSC is preparing for the 
fall semester at LoneStar.edu/Fall2020. Class 
start dates are available throughout the year and 
many students qualify for financial assistance, 
which covers educational expenses including 
tuition, fees, books and supplies.

>  READ MORE...

Lone Star College-Houston North 
students to receive $300,000 in aid

The Gulf Coast Community Services Association, Inc. (GCCSA) has 
announced that it will provide up to $300,000 in aid to eligible Lone Star 
College (LSC)-Houston North students who have been negatively impacted 
by COVID-19.

Students who live in Harris County and have median household incomes 
within 200% of the federal poverty line will be eligible to receive $500 
Walmart gift cards.

“We have some of the hardest-working and most resilient students in 
the entire Lone Star College system,” said Dr. Quentin Wright, LSC-
Houston North president. “However, when there are social and economic 
disruptions such as what has happened with COVID-19, they are often 
disproportionately impacted. The help from Gulf Coast Community 
Services Association will go a long way in helping these students get 
through this period.”

LSC-Houston North consists of LSC-Fairbanks, LSC-Greenspoint and 
LSC-Victory and a fourth location that is currently being built through 
a partnership with Fallbrook Church (LSC-Houston North Fallbrook is 
scheduled to open Spring 2021). The college is the most diverse within the 
system and over 40% of its students qualify for financial aid.

Dr. Jonita W. Reynolds, chief executive officer at GCCSA, is a strong 
supporter of educational institutions.

“This synergistic partnership forged with Lone Star College-Houston 
North highlights one of the intentional approaches that the Gulf Coast 
Community Services Association, Inc. is spearheading to bring relief to 
thousands of families across Harris County,” Reynolds said. “We have 
taken a long, hard look at the depth to which this health crisis interrupts 
and possibly deters the educational goals that lead to families’ economic 
stability.”
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